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endeavour at brevity in my narrative, having long known
that complaint quickly tires, however elegant, or however
just.

1 was born in a remote county, of a family that boasts
alliances with the greatest names in English history, and
extends its claims of affinity to the Tudors and Plantage-
nets. My ancestors, by little and little, wasted their patri-
mony, till my father had not enough left for the support of
a family, without descending to the cultivation of his own
grounds, being condemned to pay three sisters the fortunes
allotted them by my grandfather, who is suspected to have
made his will when he was incapable of adjusting properly
the claims of his children, and who, perhaps without de-
sign, enriched his daughters by beggaring his son. My
aunts being, at the death of their father, neither young nor
beautiful, nor very eminent for softness of behaviour, were
suffered to live unsolicited, and, by accumulating the inter-
est of their portions, grew every day richer and prouder.
My father pleased himself with foreseeing that the posses-
sions of those ladies must revert at last to the hereditary
estate, and that his family migjit lose none of its dignity,
resolved to keep me untainted with a lucrative employ-
ment ; whenever, therefore, I discovered any inclination to
the improvement of my condition, my mother never failed
to put me in mind of my birth, and charged me to do no-
thing with which I might be reproached when I should
come to my aunts' estate.

In all the perplexities or vexations which want of money
brought upon us, it was our constant practice to have re-
course to futurity. If any of our neighbours surpassed us
in appearance, we went home and contrived an equipage,
with which the death of my aunts was to supply us. If any
purseproud upstart was deficient in respect, vengeance was
referred to the time in which our estate was to be repaired.
We registered every act of civility and rudeness, inquired
the number of dishes at every feast, and minuted the fur-
niture of every house, that we might, when the hour of